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UW.U.A. Local 483's

Constitution
REVISED JULY 19921

ARTICLE1

NAME AND AFHLIATION

SECTION A

This organization shall beknown as Local 48 of the Utility Workers Union of America,
AFL-CIO, with jurisdiction over those employees of Pacific Enterprises who, by
agreement, certification or othe means it is authorized to represent.

SECTION B

Local 483 shall always remain affiliated with the Utility Workers Union of America,
affiliated with the America Federation of Labor and the Congress of Industrial
Organizations,

SECTIONC

Local 483 may affliate with any organization endorsed or approved by the National
UWUA or AFL.CIO, by a majority vote of its membership when such affliation is a
proper order of business and without any commitmnent that such affiliation will remain
indefinitely.

ARTIQEII

OBJECTIVES

SECTION A

To proted, maintain and advance theinterests of the workers, toimprove working
conditions, and to secure adequate remuneration br its members.

SECTIONB

To secureequal pay for equal work, regardless ofrace, creed, color, sex,age, or national
origin.

SECTIONC

To extend unionism on he basis of industrial organization; b secure legislation in the
interest ofall working people; to promote recognition and acceptance of true collective
bargaining in industry,and to increase public understanding and support of the labor
movement,

ARTIQE N

MEETINGS

SECTION A

Area membership meetings shall be held oncea month. The number and beations of
meetings 1 be designated by the Area Officer. Seven (7) days noticeshall be given prior
to the earlier date of any changein regular medting dates.

SECTION B

Special membership meetings shall te called by the Presidentwhen in his judgment the
need arises, or when so instructel by a majority of the members of the Executive Board,
Or upon writken request, signed by at least the percent (10%) of the members in good

! Reformatted from Local 483's web site. All emphasis Is in the original.

(

standing, submitted to him. Notice of any special meeting shall be notless than five (5)
days before the date of said meeting; except thatonly two (2) days noticeshall be
required when the President calls szid meeting. The noticeshall spedify the purpose of
such mesting and contain any other perinentinformation.

ARTICLE IV

QUORUM

SECTION A

All meetings of the Local Union must havea quorum presentbefore conducting any
official business except hat in the event an election, or any voterequiring official ballots
{mimeo or printed) is a part of the agenda, and said meeting cannot be held due © a lack
of quorum, the presiding officer shall allow the members present in good standing to
sign the rosterand cast a ballot.

SECTIONB

The quorum for all membership medtings will be three (3) members. The Executive
Board shall have the authority to setor change quorums,

ARTICLE V

OFFICERS AND DUTIES

SECTION A

The Offices of this Union shall be named as follows: President, Vice-President, Secretary-
Treasurer, three (3) Trustees, one () Area Ofiicer(s) for each area. Areasare to be
determined by the Executive Board and subjectto approval by a 2/3 majarity vote of
those present

SECTIONB

Any member of this Union who mreets the financial requirements ofacquiring and
maintaining membership in the Union, and who has beena member for one (1) year or

SECTIONC - Duties of the President

The President shall be the Chief Administrative Officer of this Local Union and shall
preside and preserve order atall regular or special medings of the Local Union and of
the ExecutiveBoard. He shall exercise supervision over he affairs of the Local Union,
He shall sign official documens when requiredand when satisfied they are correct. He
shall cosign, with the Secretary-Treasurer, all checks for disbursement of any Union

- Monies. He shall appoint, subjectto approval of the Executive Board or the membership,

all commitiees not othewise provided for in this Constitution as may benecessary to
properly conductthe affairs of the Union. He shall be an ex-officio member of all
Committees. He shall not be entitied 0 a vote, at any regular or special meeting of the
membership or theExecutive board, unless his vote shall be deciding in case of a tie.
However, in theeventany vote is takenby secret ballot, he shall be permitted o cast his
ballot. He shall enforce the National Constitution as itaffects the Local Union, and shall
also enforcethe Constitution of this Local Union, He shall carry out the instructions of
the Executive Board or themembership, and shall make a full report of his activities at
each meeting of the Executive Board. He shall consult with the other Officers of the
Union on allimportant matters, and report his actions © the Executive Board. He shall
call special meetings of the Executive Board when hedeems & necessary, or when so



instructed by a majority of the Executive Board members. He shall perform such other
duties as are necessary, or that may be required by the Union, to protectand advance i
interests. He shall be a delegate to all Conference and Conventions to which the Local
sends delegates.

SECTION D - Duties of the Vice-President

The Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President in his absence. In case the
Presidents Office is vacated for any reason, te Vice President shall fill said vacancy for
the unexired term. He shall fulfill all other duties as may te assigned to him. He shall
be a delegate to all conferences and conventions which this Local sends three (3) or
more delegates.

SECTIONE - Duties of the Secretary-Treasurer

The Secretary-Treasurer shall havecharge of, preserve and maintin, all financial books,
records, files, documents, and other effects ofthe Union. He shall lkeep and case to be
filed, a true record of all Executive Board and memnbership meeiings. He shall pay all
currentbills and expenses of he Union, as authorizd by approved statements or
vouchers. He shall cosign with the Presidentall checks for disbursements of monies of
the Union, or in the absenceof the President, then with the Vice-President. He shall be
responsible for the collection of all monies due the Union and shall deposit such monies
in the nameof Local 483 in a bank orbanks approved by the Executive Board. He shall
supply detailed monthly financial reports on monis received, paid out and still on
deposit, at each Executive Board meeting, and also supply all Officers with a copy of
such reports. Heshall not disburse monies in any manner othe than setforth in this
Constitution. He shall have chargeof the Official Seal of the Local Union and shall affix
it to all Official documents. He shall conductthe correspondence peraining to his
duties, maintaining copies of all oorrespondence sentout and received by him. He shall,
in cooperation with the President, be responsible for being in compliance with all
applicable Federal and State laws. He shall arrange to have the books audited semi
annually by the Trustees. At the end of the fiscal year, he shall engage an accredited
Public Accountantto make the yearly audit of the financial accounts, Heshall submit a
report of all such audits at the next Executive Board meeting, and send a copy ofsuch
report o the national Secretary-Treasurer. He shall perrm such other duties as pertain
to his office He shall be a delegate to all conferences ard conventions to which this
Local sends o (2) or more delegates.

SECTIONF- Duties of the Trustees

The duties of the Trustees shall be to audit all books and remtds of the Local Union semni
annually, and to take inventory, at least once a year, of all property of the Union. They
shall report © the Union on each audit and inventory atthe following regular meeting,
They shall attend to the bonding of the President, Secretary-Treasurer, and such other
bonding of Cfficers as is deemed necessary.

SECTION G - Duties of Area Officers

The Area Officer shall conduct their own Area metings, and shall be responsible to the
President the Executive Board, and the membership as a wholeto carry out te policy of
the respective groups. He shall be in charge of, and direct the activities of Shop Stewards
of his respective area. He shall carry out any duties assigned to him by the President,
Executive Board and/or theMembership.

SECTIONH

(

ARTICLE VI

EXECUTIVE BOARD

SECTION A

The Executive Board shall consist of all dected Officials asset forth in Article V, Section
A. A simple majority of the Executive Board shall constitute a quorum for ransactions of
official business. An accredied member of the National Union shall be an ex-officio
member of the Executive Board.

SECTION B

The Executive Board shall conduct the normal business of this Union, andauthorize
disbursements of monies as theydeem necessary, with a limit to be setby the Executive
Board. Special meetings may be called when deemed necessary by the President or a
majority of the Executive Board. The Executive Board shall meet a minimum oftwo
times each yar. Any action ofthe Executive Board shall be subjectto the approval of he
membership. .

ARTICLE ViI

ELECTIONS

SECTION A

Ten (10) days prior to he regular meeting in October of even numbered years, the
Election Committee shall mail 1o the last known address of all members, notice of
nominations and dection for the office of President, and (1) Trustee. On odd numbered
years, ten (10) days prior o the regular meeting in October, the Election Commitiee shall
mail to the last know address of allmembers notice of nominations and election for the
offices of Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer, and Trustee, as provided for inSection B
of this Article. The notice shall specify that nominations willtake place, from the floor, at
the October Area Meeting and that the election of these Officers will be conducted,
through a secret ballot, mail referendum, during the month of November. Members who
are absentat the time nominations are made sy accept nominations bywritten proxy
presented to the presiding oficer to be forwarded to the Election Commitee no later

than November 1st. There shall be no write-in candidates or write-in votes. Thenew
officers shall be sworn in j i d shall take office
immediately.

SECTIONB

The order of nominations shall be President, Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer, and

Trustees. The rm of office shall be for two (2) years for President, Vice-Presidentand
Secretary-Treasurer. The term of office shall be three (3) years for Trustees, The election
of Trustee will be for one (1) each year.

SECTIONC

All officers, except Area Offcers shall be elected by secretballot through mail
referendum. Not later than thetenth (10th) day of November the ballots shall be sent out
as firstclass mail to the last know address of allmembers of this Local Union, Ballots



(

shall be in printed form, and shall be accompanied wih plain envelope, a self-
addressed, stamped envelope fr return mail, voting instructions, ard shall state that
they must te returned not later than midnight, November 30th, to a Post Office Box
rented by the Election Commitiee. The Election Committee shall consist of not less than
three (3) nor more than five (5) committee members selected at the third (3rd.) Executive
Board Meeting of the year. They shall work under te supervision of the Executive
Board, and shall be responsibie for the proper conduct ofthe elections. The Election
Committee shall count all valid ballots, make a tally of same, and cause the results b be
published as soonas possible. The Candidate for each office receiving the highest
number of votes shall be declared elected. In the event of a tie vote, the run-off shall take

place immediately by spedial election. No Officer or Candidate for any office shall serve
on the Election Communitee,

With a majority vote of the Executive Board, the Executive Board may elect to use an
outside, independentagency to conduct and cetify the results of Local 483's elections,
SECTIOND

The new Officers shall beswom in at the nextExecutive Board Meeting, and shall take
office immediately. Each elected officer shall holdoffice for the prescribed term, or unt
his successar takes office.

SECTIONE

No member of this Union shall hold more than one (1) office at the same time, nor bea
candidate for more than one (1)office at the same time.

SECTIONF

Area Officers shall benominatedand elected only from the Area in which they work.
These areas shall bedetermined by a 2/3 voteof the Executive Board. The term of office
shall be for two (2) years. Area Officers shall be elected by secret ballot in their respected
areas. Nominations will be held at the regular March meetings and elections at the
regular April meetings of every odd numbered year. Ten (10) days prior to the regular
meeting in March, Enmmnamn_.w.._...mg.. shall mail to the last known address ofall
members noticeof nomination and election of Area Oficers as provided in Article VII,
Section G. Notice shall indicate that nominations shall be made from the Boor of Area
meetings. Members who are absentmay accept nominatbns by written proxy, such
proxy to be presentedto the presiding Officer. Howevar, there shall be no write-in
candidates or no write-in votes.

SECTIONG

The presiding Officer in each area shal appoint an Election Commitiee. No Officer or
Candidate shall serve on he Commitee. The Committee shall distribute the ballots,
make provisions for receiving all voted ballots, properly count all tallots, and shall take
all reasonable precautions toguarantee the honestyand secrecyof the vote. All counted
ballots shall be returned to the Union Hadquarters for safekeeping, The Candidate
receiving the highest numberof votes shall be elected. In case of a tie the winner shall be
elected by a runoff vote. New Area Officers will be sworn in atthe nextQuarterly
Executive Board meeting and shall take office immediatdy.

ARTICLE vill
VACANCIESOF OFFICE
SECTION A

Any Officer who is absent fom two @) consecutive meetings of this Local's membership
and/or Executive Board, without being excused by the Executive Board, may have their

office declared vacant by the Executive Board.

SECTIONB

The President shall havethe authority to il any vacancy by appointment, subject 10 the
approval of the Executive Board. Area officer vacancies shall be filled by special election.
All other vacancies shall befilled at the regular election as provided in Artide VI,
Section C. Notice of special dection for Area Officer shall be posted on Union bulletn
boards informing the members that nominations willbe held at the next regular
meeting. Such election shall be by secret ballot at the mermrbership meeting in the next
month following nominations. The candidate elected shall assume office immediately,
and shall serve for the unexpired term.

SECTIONC

If, during a regular election, a candidate for office shall become ineligitle 10 hold the
office for which heis contestingby virtue of promotion,death, transfer or other reson or
in writing declares his intention ofnot serving if elected, Section Bof this Article will
apply should he receive the highest numberof votes for theoffice.

ARTIQLE IX

AFFIRMATION

SECTION A

The new member shall subscribeto the following affirmation:

* L Speak your name), pledge my honor to hithfully observe the by-laws of this Union;
to comply with all the rules and regulations theeof; notto divulge or make public any
of the private proceedings of this Union; b faithfully perform all duties assigned to me
to the best of my ability and skill; never o discriminate against a fellow worker because
of race, creed, color, sex, age or national orign; 1 conduct myself at all times in such a
manner so as not b bring reproach upon my Union, and at all times to bear true and
faithful allegiance to the Utility Workers Union of Ameria AFL-CIO*

SECTIONB

Before entering upon theduties of their respective offices, the newly elected Officers
shall subscribe b the following:

*1, (Speak your name), do hereby pledge my honor to performthe duties of my office as
required by the Unions bylaws: to bear true and faithful allegianceto the Unionand the
Utility Workers Union of America, AFL-CIO; 1o deliver all books, Ppapers and other
property to the Union that may be inmy possession at fhe end of my term 1o my
successor in office, and atall times to conductmyself as an Officer and loyal member of
the Union."

ARTICLE X

MEMBERSHIP

SECTIONA

The amount of the initiation fee shall be determined by the Membership. Theinitiation
fee 10 be sent to the Utility Workers Union of America National office shall be in
conformancewith Artide VI, Sections two (2) and three (3) of the Nationa! Constitution,
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If application is madeafter the twenty-fifth (25) day of the month, the dues shall be
credited to the following month, Menbership in this Local shall be confined onlyto
those who can meet the provisions of Artile 11, Section five (5), of the Utility Workers
Union of America National Constitution.

ARTICLE XI

DUES AND ASSESSMENTS

SECTION A

The dues of this Union shall be set (A) o cover any increase in per capita tax levied by
the National Utlity Workers Union of America.

No assesament shall belevied upon the members unless votedby a two thirds /3)
majority of the members returning their mail referendum secret ballot. Prior approval
must be obtained from the National Executive Committee.

SECTION B

Any member whose dues fall one (1) monthin arrears shall be duly notified and given
thirty (30) days to rectify the delinquency. Should the delinquent member fail to rectify
the delinquency priorto the expiration ofthe grace period, the Executive Board is
empowered to suspend him from all rights and privileges of membership.

SECTIONC

The reinstatement fees of this Union shall be the sum of one (1) monthss dues, plus
current month's dues and al back dues. Howeer, exceptions may be made by the
Executive Board. Allreinstatements must have the approval of the Executive Board.
All persons collecting dues, initiations or assesments, shall give an official receipt and
shall pay all monies collected to the Secretary-Treasurer. This shall ke done atleast once
each month. Whenever money changes hands among memlers of this Union, a receipt
shall be given.

ARTICLE X11

OFFICERS EXPENSE

SECTION A

The President shall reeive an allowance of $45.00 per month. The Vice-Presidentshall
receive an allowance of $30.00. The Secretary-Treasurer shall receive an allowance of
$35.00 per month. The Area Officer shall receive an allowance 0f$25.00 per month,
SECTION B

All Executive Board membeérs shall te reimbursed for any expensesincurred in carrying
out their duties for the Union. TheseExecutive Board members shall keep an itemized
list, with receipts, of accrued expenses, and shall presenttito the Secretary-Treasurer. if
such an itemized list is not presented, with receipts, the bill shall not be paid. The
Secretary-Treasurer shall keep these on fle, All expenses shall be subjectto Executive
Board approval.

SECTIONC

Any member of this Union who & assigned to do work for the Union requiring the loss
of working time shall be paid his scheduledrate by the Unijon, according to the current
Agreement with the Company, and reasonable expensesapproved by the Executive
Board.

ARTICLE X

STEWARDS
Section A

Board deems appropriate. The Executive Board shall designate the mode of action for
Stewards.

ARTICLE X1V

NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE

SECTION A

The Negotiating Committee shall consist of the President, and Secretary-Treasurer. The
Vice President will be an alternate member of the Negotiating Communittee as needed
Subject to approval of the Executive Board, by a fifty-one per cent (51%) majority, the
President may appoint a Negptiating Committee when he feels theinterest of the Union
members fromany individual company represented by Local 483 would be better
served by these appoiniees. However, any Negotiating Committee must have either the
President, Vice President or Secretary-Treasurer as one of its members. When
negotiations for a signedagreement with the Company involves all e Local Unions
within the Pacific Enterprises, the Negotiating Commitee shall work incooperation
with the other Locals. ShouldLocal 483, UWUA, negotiate separately for a Contractwith
Pacific Enterprises, he Negptiating Commitiee shall consist ofthe President Vice
President, and/ or Secrery-T 2

SECTIONB .

All contract ratification votes of this Local will be conductedby a secretballot by mail
referendum 1f action on Contract ratification is aken in cnjunction with other Locals in
a Council, the by-laws of such Councilshall prevail. In any case a simple majorityshall
deride acceptanceor rejectionon a ratification vote.

SECTIONC

A member shall havethe right to submit any Contract proposal to the Local at a regular
or special manbership meetng, however, such propcsals must receive a majority vote
of the area membership present and voiing t be consideredfor a Contractdemand.

ARTIQLE XV

STANDING COMMITTEE

SECTION A

The executive Board shall consider the advisability of Legislative Committees, Activities
Committees, Working Rule Committees and Membership Commitees. Should the
Executive Board dedde to affirmatively recommend the establishment of such a
Committee or Commiltees, they shall be for a given term and be dismissed at the
conclusion oftheir work. The Presidenthas the duty of Committee appointments,
SECTIONB

Labor-Management Commitices shall be created to work with Management
Representatives for the purpose ofraising funds for appeals and charifes, and br the
advancement of community and National institutional work for which there is a
common Labor-Management effort; Such Labar management Comumittees to existonly if
Management desires common Union and Mangementeffort on theseitems, The
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Committees shall consist of the affected Officer and Stewards chosen bythe Cfficer
and/or Presidentwith the approval of the Executive Board.

ARTICLE XVI
WITHDRAWALS AND TRANSERS

SECTION A

Withdrawal and transfer cards shal be issued according to the rules of he AFL-CIO and
the Utility Workers Union of America,

ARTICLE xviI

STRIKES

SECTION A

If a controversyexists between this Local and Management, which may develop into a
strike or a lockout, the Negotiating Comumittee shall confer with the Management, or a
representative thereof, to endeavor 1o secure an amicable setlement, should no
adjustment prove possible, then a strike vote may be taken,

SECTION B

A full report shall be submitted to the proper representative of the National Union, or its
authorized agent for his approval in accordance wit the Utility Workers Union of
America National Constitution,

ARTICLE xvIIi
CHARGES AND TRIALS
SECTION A

All charges againsta member of the Local Union must bemade in writing, signed by the
member making the charges, and must te presentedto the Local Executive Board by
certified mail. Charges must be submitted within sixty (60) days of the time the
complainant becomes aware of the offense

SECTIONC

The Local Executive Board shall be designated as the Trial Committee, and neither the
person that fled the charges nor he Person accused may be a member of the Trial
Committee.

SECTIOND

Within seven Snnvdnnﬂzﬁ&sawagﬁgauﬂsucao:gvga-ooa
of the charges to the accused nﬁn&mnoqga.,orrru»r&;-n&mﬁwwéa
mail, together with a written notice of the time and locationwhen thehearing will take
place before the Trial Committee, The hearing shall ke place notless than one week
from the date of the mailing of the charges © the accused manber,

SECTIONE

A charged member may havea UWUA member in good standing as Couns, however,
no Attorney as such may serve as Couns] in a hearing of the Trial Committee, No

SECTIONF

A reportof the Local Union's decision shall be forwarded immediately by certified mail
to the accused, the National Union and the accuser.

SECTIONG

The accused or the accuser may apped from the dedision of the Local Union within
thirty (30) days of the mailing of the Local Union's decision b the parties by presenting
the appeal in writing to the National Executive Board.

SECTIONH

An appeal from the decision of the National Executive Board may bemade to the
National Convention by giving nofice 1o the National Secretary-Treasurer thirty (30)
days prior to the convening of the Convention,

SECTIONI

An elected Officer of this Local may be recalled in conbrmity with the provisions, as
stated in the faregoing sections ofthis Article

SECTION]

In no case shall a member or subordinate body (Local Union or Council)appeal 1 a
Civil Court for redress untilhe or ithas exhausted his or s rights of appeal underthe
constitution of the National Unjon,

ARTICLE XIX

CONVENTION AND CONFERENCE DELEGATES
SECTION A



The President shall atiend, presideover, and make a comprehensivereport of all
delegations of this Local. ¥ for any reason this is not possble, the Vice President shall
assume these duties as provided by Article V, Section D,

SECTIONC

If necessary, all delegates shall receive an advance draf} the amount of whichshall be

determined by the Executive Board. The Executive Board shall direct and determine all
expenditures for any and all Conventions and Conferencs,

ARTICLE XX

ORDER CF BUSINESS

SECTION A

The following Order of Business shall be used at all regular meetings of this Local unless
a special Order of Businessis voted by a majority of the members present:

1. Flag Salute

2. Roll Call of Officers

3. Reading and Approval of Minutes

4. Report of Secretary-Treasurer

5. Communications

6. Report of Commitees

7. Unfinished Business

8. New Business

9. Good and Welfare of the Union

10. Election of Officers and Installations.

11. Adjoumment

SECTIONB

Unless otherwiseprovided for in this Constiution, Roberts Rules of Order shalt prevail.

ARTICLE XX1

All proposed Amendmens to this Constitution must besubmitted in writing and in
duplicate, one (1) copy of which shall be filed with the Secretary-Treasurer. A copy of
the proposed Amendmrent shall be mailed to all members ingood standing. A voteon
the proposed Constittional Amendmentshall be conducted at the local area meetings.
The results of the vote shall be sentto the By-Laws committee as soon as possible. It
shall require a two thirds (2/3) majority of the ballots cast b carry such an Amendment.
Prior approval of the National Presidentmust be obtained before any Amendmant can
take effect.
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